
 
 

  
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the City Clerk 

 
Meeting of the North Adams City Council  

July 12, 2022 
   7:30 PM 

 
I hereby notify that at twelve noon today, July 6, 2022, the following items of business have been 
filed with this office and will be acted upon at the Regular Meeting of the City Council in the 
City Council Chambers at City Hall, Tuesday evening July 12, 2022 at seven-thirty o’clock 
according to Section 8, Rules and Orders of the City Council. 
 
This meeting can be viewed live on the Northern Berkshire Community Television station and 
will be posted to their website as soon as possible.  
 
Joshua Vallieres  
Acting City Clerk 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
July 12, 2022 

 
Roll Call 
Moment of Silent Remembrance 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Approval of Minutes – June 28, 2022 
Hearing of Visitors on Agenda 
 
 
 
11,589 An ordinance amending Chapter 2, entitled Administration, Article 1, Sec 2-2.1- 

Reporting minutes of Boards and Commission. 
 



11,790 An ordinance to amend Section 10, entitled “Special Regulations,” of Chapter Z 
of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams by inserting in numerical 
order therein the following Section 10.13. 

 
11,790-1 An ordinance to amend Section 10, entitled “Special Regulations”, of Chapter Z 

of the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams.  
 
 
12,139 Mayor’s Communication #74 recommending the appointment of William 

Diamond as a member of the Airport Commission for a term to expire February 1, 
2025. 

 
12,140 Mayor’s Communication #75 recommending the appointment of Shannon Santelli 

as a member of the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (IDEA) 
Commission for a term to expire February 8, 2023. 

 
12,141 Mayor’s Communication #76 recommending the appointment of Amanda 

Hartlage as a member of the North Adams Public Arts Commission for a term to 
expire May 1, 2027. 

 
12,142 Mayor’s Communication #77 recommending the appointment of Suzen Larson 

King as a member of the North Adams Public Arts Commission for a term to 
expire May 1, 2027. 

 
12,143 Mayor’s Communication #78 requesting the adoption of the End of Year 

Appropriation from Certified Free Cash to Stabilization. 
 
12,144 Mayor’s Communication #79 requesting the adoption of an Order outlining the 

internal account-to-account transfers required to close out the Fiscal Year 2022 
budget. 

 
 
Open Forum 
Mayor’s Updates 
Committee Reports and Minutes 
Liaison Updates  
Councilor Updates 
Correspondence 
Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the City Clerk 

 
Meeting of the North Adams City Council  

Tuesday, June 28, 2022 
7:30 PM 

 
MINUTES 

 
A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers. 

 
COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Barbeau, Bona, Harpin, Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, Shade, 
and Wilkinson; a quorum was present. 
 
A moment of silence was observed. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for 
approval of the minutes for the meeting of June 14, 2022. On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, 
seconded by Councilor Shade, the minutes were approved by 8 yeas and 1 nay.  
 
The President called for the hearing of visitors. 
 
Robert Smith, 163 North Street, discussed item 12,138 saying that he was glad that Councilor 
Shade was bringing the Code of Conduct forward to ensure respect amongst the councilors. 
 

11,826 An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North 
Adams regarding the various fees established in the City Code. 

 
The President requested an update from Finance Committee. 
 
Waiting to hear back from the Building/Health Department, the only section they have not 
received suggestions on. At this point they have no heard any data back, and that is what is 
holding up this item. 
 
On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was unanimously voted to 
postpone until the second meeting of July. 
 

11,986 Communication from former Councilor Lamb to request a joint review of 
the concept of artistic crosswalk installations by the Traffic Commission 
and Public Arts Commission. 

The President requested an update from the Public Arts Commission. 



 
Councilor Sapienza said that the commission was supposed to meet on the day preceding this 
meeting, and that the agenda was not presented to the City Clerk’s office in time to be published 
in accordance with Open Meeting Law. The Public Arts Commission was rescheduled for the 
third week of July. 
 
On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was unanimously voted 
to postpone until the second meeting of July. 
 

12,051 An ordinance amending Chapter 14, entitled “Offenses-Miscellaneous”, of 
the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams. 

 
The President stated that the ordinance had been published as required by law. 
 
On the motion of Councilor Shade, seconded by Councilor Harpin, the ordinance was adopted by 
roll call vote. 7 yeas, 2 nays.  
 

12,137 Communication from Councilor Harpin requesting time for an update 
from the City Clerk Search committee on the process of hiring a new City 
Clerk. 

 
Councilor Harpin explained that this communication was to get an update on the current state 
hiring a new City Clerk. 
 
Councilor Oleskiewicz explained that the Search Committee had met in executive session. There 
were 23 applicants; between the members of the Search Committee, it had been narrowed down 
to a handful of eligible applicants with relevant experience and knowledge. He explained that 
this is as far as they have made it so far, but will schedule interviews and meet again in the 
coming weeks. 
 
Councilor Wilkinson explained that it was looking like the second meeting would be just after 
the next meeting, so at the following City Council meeting they could come forward with some 
possible candidates. 
 
Councilor Harpin asked if the last meeting in July is what the Search Committee’s timeframe 
was. 
 
Councilor Oleskiewicz said they couldn’t narrow down a definitive timeframe for some of the 
applicant interviews as this is a time with heavy vacationing. 
 
Councilor Harpin brought up the early mail-in ballots, and that it was concerning to not have 
someone with election experience in the office. She wondered if it would be possible to get some 
help from the Secretary of State’s office for some training. 
 
Councilor Wilkinson said that they were also looking at bringing in a former City Clerk to give 
guidance. 



 
Councilor Oleskiewicz said they had some offers from people who had worked in the office to 
give a hand as election season is upon us, and agreed with Councilor Harpin on the short time 
before the election. 
 

12,138 Communication from Councilor Shade introducing a Code of Conduct to 
be reviewed by General Government, the IDEA Commission, the Mayor’s 
Office, and the City Solicitor. 

 
Councilor Bona raised a point of order, but rescinded it when he realized this item was a 
communication. 
 
Councilor Shade explained that there would need to be a motion to send the item to the 
committees in the communication, or any other committees recommended by the councilors. She 
explained that back in February, when she introduced the idea of creating a Code of Conduct, she 
found numerous municipalities in the Commonwealth that had introduced their own codes of 
conduct. She also said she used a template from the Massachusetts Municipal Association that 
other communities had used. She hoped the Code of Conduct would be implemented along with 
the required trainings that they do. She wanted the end goal to be an ordinance, and for it to be 
required for all elected officials, and all people appointed to a commission or board. 
 
Councilor Harpin asked for clarification in where it would go for review. 
 
Councilor Shade stated that she would like it to go to General Government, the IDEA 
Commission, the Mayor’s Office, and the City Solicitor. She chose these destinations to make 
sure the code is representing the values of the community, so the City Administrator would be 
able to enforce it, and to verify the legality of the document, respectively. 
 
She also stated that she would like to have an update by August. 
 
On the motion of Councilor Shade, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was unanimously voted 
to refer to General Government, the IDEA Commssion, the Mayor’s Office, and the City 
Solicitor with a return date of the first meeting in August. 
 
The President called for Open Forum. 
 
Robert Smith, 163 North Street, wished everyone a happy Fourth of July. 
 
The President called for Mayor’s Updates 
 
Hearing none. 
 

The President called for Committee Reports and Minutes. 
 
Hearing None. 
 



The President called for Liaison Updates. 
 
Hearing none. 
 
The President called for Councilor Updates. 
 
Councilor Sapienza wanted to remind everyone of the Downtown Bike Around on Monday nights 
at 5:30 PM sponsored by NBCC. 
 
Councilor Bona asked if they were doing it on the Fourth, and Councilor Sapienza assumed 
probably not. 
 
Councilor Oleskiewicz reminded everyone of the Steeplecats home game, and the fireworks 
display. 
 
On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Harpin, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:48 PM. 
 
 
A True Record 
Attest,    \Joshua Vallieres 
     Acting/Assistant City Clerk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the Mayor 
Jennifer A. Macksey 

 
 

 
Communication # Subject Date 

74 Appointment to the North Adams Airport Commission July 12, 2022 
 
 
Honorable Members of the City Council 
North Adams, Massachusetts 

 
Dear Honorable Councilors: 

I am pleased to recommend the appointment of William Diamond to serve as a member of 
the North Adams Airport Commission for a term to expire February 1, 2025. 

 
This recommendation is presented for Council approval. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jennifer A. Macksey 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the Mayor 
Jennifer A. Macksey 

 
 

 
Communication # Subject Date 

75 Appointment to the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and 
Access Commission (IDEA) 

July 12, 2022 

 
Honorable Members of the City Council 
North Adams, Massachusetts 

 
Dear Honorable Councilors: 

I am pleased to recommend the appointment of Shannon Santelli to serve as a member of 
the Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access (IDEA) Commission for a term to expire 
February 8, 2023. Mrs. Santelli will be filling the unexpired term of Michael Goodson. 

 
This recommendation is presented for Council approval. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jennifer A. Macksey 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the Mayor 
Jennifer A. Macksey 

 
 

 
Communication # Subject Date 

76 Appointment to the North Adams Public Arts Commission July 12, 2022 
 

Honorable Members of the City Council 
North Adams, Massachusetts 

 
Dear Honorable Councilors: 

I am pleased to recommend Amanda Hartlage for appointment to the North Adams Public 
Arts Commission for a term to expire May 1, 2027. I believe Ms. Hartlage will provide 
valuable insight and practical experience to the commission and its work. 

 
This recommendation is presented for Council approval. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jennifer A. Macksey 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the Mayor 
Jennifer A. Macksey 

 
 

 
Communication # Subject Date 

77 Appointment to the North Adams Public Arts Commission July 12, 2022 
 

Honorable Members of the City Council 
North Adams, Massachusetts 

 
Dear Honorable Councilors: 

I am pleased to recommend Suzen Larsen King for appointment to the North Adams Public 
Arts Commission for a term to expire May 1, 2027. I believe Mrs. King will provide valuable 
insight and practical experience to the commission and its work. 

 
This recommendation is presented for Council approval. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jennifer A. Macksey 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the Mayor 
Jennifer A. Macksey 

 
 

 
Communication 

# 
Subject Date 

78 End of Year Appropriation from Certified Free Cash to 
Stabilization 

July 12, 2022 

 
Honorable Members of the City Council 
North Adams, Massachusetts 

 
Dear Honorable Councilors: 

 
At the July 12, 2022, meeting of the City Council I will submit an order to appropriate 
funds from Certified Free Cash to the Stabilization account. This is the free cash 
certification allotment from FY2021. 

 
Please note that Certified Free Cash use must be appropriated in the fiscal year in which it 
was certified. By transferring the City’s Certified Free Cash balance to the Stabilization 
account – as we have done in the past – these funds will remain available in the future. This 
practice is an important step in building City reserves. 

 
I respectfully request the adoption of the appropriation order as presented. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jennifer A. Macksey 
Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 



 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the Mayor 
Jennifer A. Macksey 

 
 

 
Communication # Subject Date 

79 Fiscal Year 2022 budget closeout: account-to-account 
transfers 

July 12, 2022 

 

Honorable Members of the City 
Council North Adams, Massachusetts 

 
Dear Honorable Councilors: 

 
At the July 12, 2022, meeting of the North Adams City Council I will present to the Council 
an Order outlining the internal account-to-account transfers required to close out the Fiscal 
Year 2022 budget by July 15, as required by the Commonwealth’s Division of Local 
Services (DLS). 

 
As transactions are still being processed for FY 2022, a consolidated transfer order will be 
forwarded to you by email as soon as possible prior to the meeting and after final 
adjustments and reconciliations are completed. 

 
Members of the City finance team and I will be present at the meeting of the City Council 
on Tuesday, July 12, 2022, and are prepared to address any questions you may have about 
these transfers. 

 
I request that the Council adopt the Order as presented. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer A. 
Macksey Mayor 
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